WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT?

This play was written by Ginny Kitchingman – I found it on the Practical Dreamers Drop-in Centre. In the version below I adapted it a little with some St Andrew’s jokes, and reshuffled the lines so that the little kids had fewer lines, and I added the “Evidence” gag for Querk, one of our smallest kids did this, no lines but he got lots of laughs and loved it!

For Costumes the Aliens had headbands with three pipe-cleaners sticking up from them, and on the end of the pipe-cleaners we put polystyrene balls for eyes. The very littlest kids who weren’t able to stand still for a whole play still got to wear eyeballs, and ran around with them looking very cute.
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NAR
Not long ago, in fact just last week, in a galaxy far far away, or at least, 
it would be far away if you were at the other end of the universe. 
But we’re not. We’re right here. And so were these super-intelligent 
beings who were gliding silently through space in their ultra-sophisticated space craft. Their mission was to research the customs and beliefs of all the different life forms in the universe. For the past two months they had been observing the inhabitants of planet earth from a distance and the senior researchers were busy working on the data they had already collected.

[aliens throwing paper balls at bin]

SUE [offstage]  Knock knock

ZERK

Who’s there?

SUE

Sue.

ALL

Sue who?

SUE 

Supreme Ruler of the galaxies 

[general panic]

VERK

Ahh, just a minute. Look busy, look busy. 

[Sue enters]

ALL

Cheerful greetings Your Supremeness [salute]

SUE
Yes, cheerful greetings to you, Verk, Zerk, Gerk, Merk and Querk. Now, I just came to see how you’re getting on with your research
into planet earth.

ZERK

Well, we’ve just been tossing a few thoughts around.

VERK

Yes, yes. Bouncing a few ideas off each other.

ZERK

That’s right, yes, and chucking them in the bin.

ALL

[under breath] Zerk!

SUE

Mmm, I see. Well, I have a special assignment for you.

ALL

Yes, Your Supremeness!

MERK

We're up to it!

ZERK 

You can count on us!

SUE
Good. Now, I’ve just received information that there is something
really big and important happening on Planet Earth. It’s a very strange 
phenomenon. Not all earthlings seem to be affected, but millions are. It’s happening at different points all over the planet from the North Pole to the South, from the biggest continents to the smallest islands. Strange, very strange. We need samples. Clues. Evidence. We need some top researchers on the spot, so I want you to fly down there right away and find out what on earth is going on. 

ALL

Yes Your Supremeness.

NAR
Haha… what on earth… haha… er… sorry. So the five researchers 
dropped everything [pause while the aliens drop paper] and made 
their way to the departure deck. Then they hopped into their flying
saucers and they were ready to set off for planet earth to
begin their mission – to find out what was going on. On earth.

ZERK

Commence launch sequence! 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1

ALL

LIFTOFF!!

NAR
When the alien researchers arrived on planet earth, they headed
straight for downtown Wellington – they had been told it would be
easy to blend in there because the locals were used to students and 
protestors and politicians doing strange things. They positioned 
themselves inconspicuously on Lampton Quay and observed… 

[busy shop scene]

SAL
Right, so I’ve got the CD for Kate, the T-shirt for Josh, the
liquorice allsorts for Grandad, Now, I just need something for Dad, 
maybe a book.

VAL

I'll take this thanks.

ASTNT
That will be $29.95.

SAL

Excuse me, have you got Jamie Oliver’s new cook book?

ASTNT
No, I’m sorry, we’ve sold out.

VAL

Can I EFTPOS that?

ASTNT 
Sure.

SAL

Do you have any Lord of the Rings calendars?

ASTNT
Just over there behind the wrapping paper.

VAL

Can I get some cash out?

ASTNT
How much would you like?

MEL 

Have you got a book, I think it’s by Steven someone…

VAL 

$40 please.

ASTNT
Right, just put your number in.

MEL

It has a black cover…

QUERK
[collects some sale signs and receipts, and puts them in a ziplock bag labelled “EVIDENCE”]
ANCR
Attention customers. This is just a reminder that there are only 6
more shopping days till Christmas. But you can get all your Christmas shopping done right here in the Harbour City Shopping Centre, and to make it even easier we are offering 10% off all non-sale items for the next half hour – that’s right, buy anything in the next half hour and 
you can take off 10%.

ZERK

Take off? Did someone say take off? Commence launch sequence!


10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1

ALL

LIFTOFF!

NAR
And so the alien researchers returned to base, where Sue was
waiting for news.

ALL

Cheerful greetings Your Supremeness.

SUE
Well, you’re back early. Have you found out what on earth is going on?

MERK 
Yes, we have. It’s all about shopping.

SUE

Shopping?

ZERK
Yes. It’s a special time called Christmas, and it’s when everybody races around buying as many things as they can. 


QUERK     [holds up evidence bag]

SUE 

But why?

VQUERK

Um, well, they just do.

SUE
That’s not much of an answer. Why do they shop so much at 
this particular part of the year? And why is this Christmas occurrence 
conglomerating around particular parts of the planet? Go back all of you and find out more. 

ALL

Yes Your Supremeness.

NAR
This time they decided to ask some of the inhabitants directly. They
landed in a park where some children were playing.

[Jen and Pen are wearing Santa hats)

JEN

Wow, look, flying saucers, …

PEN

Far out! Do you think there are aliens on board?

JEN
Well, I guess so. Hey, what do you call an alien
with five eyes and no ears?

PEN

I don’t know. What do you call an alien with five eyes and no ears?

JEN

Anything you like, cos they can’t hear you!

ALL

Cheerful greetings earthlings.

JEN 

Um, hello.

PEN

What are you doing here?

VERK

We're on a mission.

MERK

A really important mission.

VERK

We’re trying to find out what on earth this Christmas thing is all about

MERK 
Can you help us?

JEN

Sure, we’ll tell them what Christmas is all about won’t we?

GWEN

Yeah! 

[Song – Santa Claus is coming to town]

VERK

So, Christmas is all about some guy called Santa Claus?

JEN

That's right.

VERK

I see. Tell me about this Santa Claus.

PEN 

He’s fat and jolly and says “Ho ho ho.”

JEN

And he wears a red hat like this. 

[Jen holds out her hat, and Querk takes it and puts it in another evidence bag]

VERK

But what does he do?

PEN
He delivers presents to all the children in the world
on Christmas Eve.

GWEN

He comes down the chimney.

ALL

Wow! 


VERK
But this Christmas thing, it doesn’t happen everywhere in the world, does it?

PEN

No, not everywhere. Some people don’t believe in Santa Claus I guess.

ZERK 

How does he get around the whole world in one night?

GWEN

He has a flying sleigh.

ZERK 

A kind of spaceship.

JEN
Pulled by eight reindeer. There’s Dasher and Dancer and Prancer 
and Vixen and Comet and…

ZERK 

Comet? Did someone say comet? Commence launch sequence!


10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1

ALL

LIFTOFF!!

NAR

And so it was back to base to report their findings.

VERK

Knock knock.

SUE

Who's there?

VERK

Mary.

SUE

Mary who?

VERK

Merry Christmas! 

SUE

OK. What do you have to report?

VERK

You were right. Christmas isn’t all about shopping.

ZERK

It’s about Santa Claus.

SUE

Santa Claus?

[QUERK hold up the evidence bag]

VERK
Yes, he wears a red woolly hat and  flies around the world in a fantastic spacecraft called a sleigh.

ZERK

Pulled by eight reindeer.

VERK
And then he goes down all the chimneys to deliver presents
to all the children.

MERK

And he’s fat and jolly and says “Ho, ho ho!” 


SUE
Shivering satellites! That is the most ridiculous story I ever heard!
Why would so many people all over the planet make such a big deal about a fat guy in a red hat? You must have made some kind of mistake – go back and figure it out!

ALL

Yes Your Supremeness. 

ZERK

Hey Verk. Knock knock.

VERK

Who's there?

ZERK

Howard.

VERK

Howard who?

ZERK
How would a big fat guy like Santa fit down chimneys
carrying a sack of toys?

VERK

Good point, Zerk.

NAR
And so the researchers were sent again to earth. 
This time the flying saucers landed in the suburb of Karori. 
The researchers peeked in the windows of one of the houses – the
family was listening to Christmas carols on the stereo and the
children were about to decorate the Christmas tree.

[Rainbow Room Parents sing the Holly & the Ivy]

ZERK
[writing in notebook] Right, holly, ivy, trees in the wood…

SANDY
I love decorating the Christmas tree

MANDY   
You just love eating the candy canes!

SANDY
Do not. 

MUM   
I like the smell of the pine-needles

SANDY
I’ll put these baubles over here.

QUERK
[puts a Christmas decoration in Evidence bag]

MANDY   
And the lights can go around here.

MUM   
Do you think we should put an angel on top, or a star?

ZERK 

Star? Did someone say star? Commence launch sequence!


10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1

ALL

LIFTOFF!!

NAR
Once again the researchers went back to base. What would
they tell the Supreme Ruler of the galaxies this time?

ALL

Cheerful greetings Your Supremeness.

VERK
Sue, you were right. Christmas is about something much more
important than shopping and Santa – it’s about trees!

SUE

Trees?

QUERK 
[holds up evidence]

ZERK 
Yup. Holly and ivy too, but mostly trees. The earthlings show how much they love trees by giving the trees lots of presents and hanging gifts on their branches.

SUE

I see. And where does Santa Claus fit into all this?

VERK

Um, er, ah,….

ZERK

I’ve figured that out – he’s the chief gardener.

VERK

He is?

ZERK
Yes. That’s why he’s always wearing gumboots and
goes around saying “Hoe, hoe, hoe”.

SUE

Galloping galaxies! Get out of here!

NAR
And they were off again. Back to collect more data in their quest to
find out what Christmas was all about. And so another suburb, another house, another family getting ready for Christmas. By now it was the day before Christmas.

MUM
Right, we’ve got the turkey already, so you just need to get apricots
and prunes for the stuffing, some cranberry jelly, new potatoes, and
some fresh mint, and the pavlova and strawberries and cream.

QUERK     [puts some Christmas mince pies in Evidence bag]

SANDY
What about some nibbles – crisps and nuts and things?

MANDY  
And we always have a box of chocolates after dinner.

SANDY   
And drinks – wine and fruit juice.

MUM
Yes, you better put all those on the list. Now, you should be able to
get everything at New World, but sometimes they don’t have
cranberry jelly, so you might have to go to Countdown.

ZERK
Countdown? Did someone say countdown? Commence launch sequence! 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1

ALL
LIFTOFF!!

ALL

Cheerful greetings Your Supremeness.

VERK

We’ve got it this time – Christmas is all about food!

SUE

Food?

QUERK   [shows evidence]

VERK
Yes. Everyone thinks of all the food they like best and they eat as
much of it as possible on Christmas day.

ZERK
And another interesting thing we found out is that they have
very advanced space travel technology.

SUE

How do you know that?

ZERK
Because they have to go to a New World to get all their special
Christmas food.

SUE
Atrophied asteroids! Now listen up Zerk. I’m running out of
patience with this mission – and that goes for you too Merk,
Verk, Gerk and Querk. My information was very clear – Christmas is
about something really important, something that really matters,
something that changed the world. Now you get back down there
and find out what it is. 


NAR 
So it was back to the departure deck. Again. By this time it was late 
on Christmas Eve. The researchers landed on the Terrace, but the streets were deserted. How would they ever find out what Christmas was all about at this time of night? And then they heard music coming from a building. The alien researchers quietly crept in to look. Luckily, it was a very accepting kind of church. There was a sign out the front that said they welcomed people of any race, creed, or sexual orientation. 

ZERK
What about Galactical orientation, did it say anything about Galactical Orientation?

NAR

At the front of the church some children were singing…

CHILDREN    [are gathered around a manger, and start to sing “We will, we will,      
 

rock you!]

MERK
I can’t see. What are they doing?

VERK

They’ve got a baby. I think they’re trying to rock it to sleep.

ZERK
Rocket? Did someone say rocket? Commence launch sequence!
10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1

[While Zerk counts down Querk grabs the baby doll from the manger, and tries to stuff it into an evidence bag that is way too small]

ALL
LIFTOFF!!

VERK

Knock knock

ZERK

Who’s there?

VERK

Will 

ZERK

Will who?

VERK

Will shepherds watched their flocks by night…[collapses laughing]

SUE

I hope your news is better than your jokes.

ALL

Yes your supremeness.

SUE

Well, have you found out what Christmas is all about?

MERK

Yes. It’s about a baby.

ZERK

A very special baby.

QUERK 
[displays evidence]

VERK
So special that every year millions of people all over the world
celebrate his birthday.

ZERK
And that’s why they have special food and presents and try to make 
each other happy – Christmas is really a birthday party.

SUE
Mmm. You may be on to something there. I think you’ve almost
got it. Now, I just want to know one more thing – what is so special
about this baby? You must go back this one last time and find out –
and get evidence. I’m relying on you.

ALL

Yes Your Supremeness.

NAR
They arrived back at the little church just as everyone was leaving.
Deciding that the direct approach was their only hope of finding out
for sure what Christmas was all about, they began asking the people
leaving the church.

VERK
Excuse me, we are conducting some intergalactic research, and
we’ve been trying to find out what Christmas is all about. It seems
to be about a baby – is that right?

C1

Well, yes, I guess it is really.

ZERK

But what’s so special about this baby?

C2
Well, it’s not really that the baby is special – it’s just that the baby
grew up to be a very special man.

ZERK

Ahhh! Santa Claus!

C2
What? No! Jesus. The baby is Jesus and he grew up to be a
wonderful teacher who had amazing ideas about how to live
peacefully together and take care of each other.

C3

He taught people about love.

C1

About how God loves us and how we can love each other.

C3

So, you see, that’s what Christmas is really all about… it’s about love!

ZERK

We need evidence, to take make to the supreme ruler of the galaxies. 


Where can we get a sample of this love?

C2
That’s easy! You didn’t have to come halfway across the universe to find it. Just look inside, and you’ll find it has been there all along. 

NAR
FINALLY! Our heroes have succeeded in their mission. 
If you’d like to find out more about Jesus, and his teaching about love, then watch this space.

ZERK

Space? Did someone say space?

ALL 

No!
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