WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT? Part II

This play is based on a Christmas play written by Ginny Kitchingman – I found it on the Practical Dreamers Drop-in Centre. It was so good that I had to do it again – for Pentecost.

For Costumes the Aliens had headbands with three pipe-cleaners sticking up from them, and on the end of the pipe-cleaners we put polystyrene balls for eyes. The very littlest kids who weren’t able to stand still for a whole play still got to wear eyeballs, and ran around with them looking very cute.
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· Fionnaigh.
CHARACTERS:

Narrator 



(NAR)

Supreme Ruler of the Universe 
(SUE)

Zerk (an alien)


(ZERK

Verk (an alien)


(VERK)

Merk (an alien)


(MERK)

Citizen 1



(CIT 1)

Citizen 2



(CIT 2)

Citizen 3



(CIT 3)

Disciple 1



(DIS 1)

Disciple 2



(DIS 2)

Disciple 3



(DIS 3)

Congregation member 1

(CON 1)
Congregation member 2

(CON 2)
Congregation member 3 

(CON 3)
NAR
Our story begins in a galaxy far, far way, but close enough to be home in time for dinner. A group of super intelligent beings were reloading their ultra-sophisticated space craft, and preparing to return to earth. Their mission was to research the customs and beliefs of all the different life forms in the universe. On this particular voyage they were investigating the Christian church. 

SUE [offstage]  Knock knock

ZERK

Who’s there?

SUE

Sue.

ALL

Sue who?

[Sue enters]

SUE 

Superexcellent, Superb, Supreme Ruler of the galaxies  

ALL

Cheerful greetings Your Supremeness [salute]

SUE
Yes, cheerful greetings to you, Verk, Zerk, and Merk.
Now, I just came to brief you about your new mission to planet Earth. Is everything prepared? 

ZERK
Yes, yes, Your Supremeness. We have our notebooks, our pencils, enough  galactalicious energy treats to last us until dinner time, and a copy of the Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. 

VERK
All we need now is to find the instruction manual for this spacecraft, and we’re good to go. 

SUE
Mmm, I see. Well, I have a special assignment for you. I’ve just received information that there is something really big and important happening on Planet Earth. 

ZERK 
Oh no, here we go again… 

SUE
The preliminary reports are strange, very strange indeed. Tongues of fire, great winds, people speaking Mesopotamian even though they don’t know how to speak Mesopotamian. It’s all very perplexing. I’m counting on you to find out what is going on. We need samples.

VERK
Clues!

MERK

Evidence!  

SUE

Exactly! 

NAR
So the super-intelligent aliens zipped up their spacesuits, strapped on their seatbelts, and prepared set off on another adventure. 

ZERK
Commence launch sequence! 
10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1

ALL

LIFTOFF!!

NAR
When the aliens landed, they found themselves in a place called Jerusalem, and there seemed to be some kind of commotion going on. 

MERK
Excuse me, but could you please tell us what’s going on?

CIT 1
There has been some sort of meeting in that house over there, and some very strange things have been happening. I've heard so many things, I don't know what to believe. 

CIT 2
I've come all the way from Egypt for this feast. When I got here there was a huge commotion, and I'm sure the disciples were talking in Egyptian.

CIT 3 
That’s weird. I’m from Parthia, and I could have sworn they were speaking in my language. 

CIT 1 
But I heard they were speaking Arabic. 

CIT 2
Someone told me that God had sent some kind of spirit.   

CIT 3 
Spirit? Hmmm, that sounds kind of new-agey to me.

CIT 1
Well, the way I heard it, after Jesus died his disciples felt sad and alone. There was a big empty space in their lives. But now God has sent us a comforter to fill that space.  

ZERK
Space? Did someone say space? Commence launch sequence! 
10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1

ALL
LIFTOFF!

NAR
Did you hear about the alien who flew a spaceship from Neptune to Jupiter in just 3 minutes and 21 seconds? He's listed in the Guinness Book Of Out-Of-This-World Records! Anyway… the alien researchers returned to base, where Sue was waiting for news.

ALL

Cheerful greetings Your Supremeness.

SUE
That was quick! Have you found out on earth is going on?

MERK 
Yes, we have. God has sent them the holy spirit. 

ZERK 

It’s a very strong kind of alcohol. 

SUE

Alcohol?

VERK
Yes. They were very sad after Jesus died

ZERK
So they decided to drown their sorrows with drink!

VERK 
And they all start to babble in different languages. 


SUE 
Fools! Do you think I’ve sent you half way across the universe and back a couple of thousand years just to sample cocktails? My sources inform me that something big has happened. Something awesome. Something utterly amazing. Go back and find out what’s really happening.  

ALL

Yes Your Supremeness.

NAR
And so the aliens climbed back in their spaceship and headed back to Jerusalem. This time they decided to get the story first hand, from one of the disciples. 

ZERK
Hey, Merk, why are aliens such messy tea-drinkers?

MERK
I don’t know, Zerk, why are we such messy tea drinkers?

ZERK
With flying saucers, it's hard not to spill it

DIS 1

Wow, first the dead come back to life, and now small green angels are 
descending to earth. 

DIS 2

They’re not angels, they’re aliens, silly.

DIS 3
Hey, what did the alien say when his flying saucer landed in a cattle farm?

DIS  2

Take me to your breeder !

DIS  3

[to the aliens] Pltzgrblt flogwlopz zturkagrtz.

ZERK

Wow, I didn’t know you spoke Alien!

DIS 1
The Holy Spirit has blessed us, and now we can all speak in different languages. 

MERK
Can you tell us a bit more about what’s been happening? 

DIS 2
Well, we decided to have a meeting, and when we were all together there was a huge rushing sound, like a strong wind blowing through the house.

DIS 1
Then there was something warm and bright, like fire all around us.

DIS  3
It was so intense, I thought it was going to lift us off our feet! 

ZERK 

Lift off? Did someone say lift off? Commence launch sequence!


10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1

ALL

LIFTOFF!!

NAR

And so the aliens went zipping back to base to report their findings.

SUE

So. What do you have to report this time?

VERK

You were right, it’s not a kind of alcohol.

MERK

The Holy Spirit is a babelfish. 

SUE

A what??

ZERK
A babelfish. The Babelfish lives on brainwave radiation from every source but its host. It then excretes energy in the form of exactly the correct brainwaves needed by its host to understand what was just said.

SUE

Huh? 

VERK
It’s kind of like an antidote to the tower of Babel. 

SUE
Jumping Jupiters, I didn’t send you on a mission to find a basic decoder device. This is about something deep. Something personal… and yet universal. Are you sure you didn’t find out anything else? 

MERK
Well they said something about a wind. 

VERK
And a fire. 

SUE
That sounds like it might be important. Go back and find out some more.

ZERK 
Maybe it’s some kind of advanced spacecraft, with flaming rocket boosters

VERK
That flies like the wind. 

ZERK
 Hey Verk, What do you call a spaceship with a faulty air-conditioning unit?

VERK
A frying saucer!

SUE
GO! 

NAR
And so the researchers were sent again to earth. Again. This time they steered their flying saucers straight for the 21st century. They remembered a very nice church that was very accepting towards beings of every race, creed, sexual orientation or Alien species. 

[The aliens search behind the alter and amongst the pews as though they are looking for something]

MERK
I can’t see any fire.

VERK
And there’s not even a breeze. 

ZERK
Excuse me, are we too late? Is Pentecost over? 

CON 1
No, Pentecost is never really over. 

VERK
But we can’t see any flames. 

CON 2
That’s because the fire is inside us.  

CON 3
It’s the passion that fuels us when we work for truth and justice. 

CON 1 
It’s the spark that keeps burning even when life is dark. 

ZERK

[Examines them from all angles] But we still can’t see it. 

CON 2

You can see when we stand up for what we believe

CON 3

When we give food to the hungry, or set prisoners free. 

CON 1

When we sing our hearts out, or climb a mountain, or laugh out loud.

CON 2
Kindness, understanding, joy and peace. These are all signs that the  spirit is alive in us.

VERK
So what was all that babble stuff about?

CON 1
The Holy Spirit breaks down barriers. It doesn’t matter where we come from, what gender we are, or whether we are black, white, brown or green. The different languages that the disciples spoke was a sign of the whole of humanity being woven together by the Holy Spirit.

CON 2
Basically, the message of Pentecost is that we are not alone. 

ZERK
I could have told you that. There’s a Zyfoid colony three solar systems over and sometimes they like to come down for a spot of trout-fishing. Aren’t many trout in Zyfoilia. 

CON 2 
What I mean is, God never leaves us. Even if we went to the furthest corner of the Galaxy, God would still be inside us. 

MERK
Wow, that’s pretty cool. Do you think God is inside us too?

CON 3
Undoubtably. 

CON 2
So, getting back to feeding the hungry, do you guys want to stay for lunch?

ZERK 
Launch? Did someone say launch? Commence launch sequence! 
10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1

SUE
Well? Have you got to the bottom of it all?

ALL
Yes your Supremeness. 

Merk
Everyone is excited because of the Spirit that God has sent. 

VERK
The Spirit is God, inside every one of us. 

ZERK
And so we are never alone, because God is in us.

SUE
I think you might actually be right for once. Well done team!

ALL
Yay! 

SUE
Hang on a minute… you said that God sent the Spirit. And then you said that the spirit was God. How can that be?

ALL
[groan] Oh no!

NAR
Maybe we’ll leave that puzzle for another episode. For the mean time the aliens have finally found out what’s going on in the church, AND made it back home in time for dinner, so, that’s the end of our story for today. Guess I’ll take off now… er.. I mean… ooops… 

ZERK 
Take off? Did someone say take off?

EVERYONE
Nooooo!
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